
 
 

SOUTH WEST REGION NEWSLETTER – July 2017 
 
Welcome to our second newsletter as acting committee.  In this newsletter we have good 
news and sad news, including the obituary of a long-standing member. 
 
Well, it's turning into a typical British summer - rain, sun, rain, rain ... a chance to sit and sew 
... except the children/grandchildren are underfoot!  What a great opportunity to teach them to 
enjoy crafts - design, colour, fabric manipulation, embroider and more!  Nurture their 
creativity and encourage the crafters of the future! 
 
Rapidly approaching as I write this is National Celebration of Stitch Day on 5th August - 
hopefully lots of you are going out to sew in public places, demonstrating your skills and 
encouraging others to have a go (and even join the Guild!).  Let us know what events you 
held and the kind of response you got, we'll publish your ideas and achievements in the next 
newsletter. 
 
GUILD AGM - 1st April 2017, Surgeon's Hall, Edinburgh 
 
Despite a somewhat irritating start (airline delays) , we (Penny and Judith) finally got to 
Edinburgh for the Guild AGM and despite having to dash even managed to make our evening 
meal appointment with representatives of the Scunthorpe Guild Branch, of which we are both 
ex-members.  Our hotel was within walking distance of Surgeon's Hall, and on the morning 
of the 1st April we walked the short distance - mostly uphill! - to the delightful venue.  We 
took time to admire the entrants for the guild's annual challenge, and were also very 
impressed indeed by the Scottish region's paisley banners (see picture). 

 
The first talk was given by Ylva Dahnsjo and was 
entitled 'Embroidering the Truth'.  This was an 
entertaining and informative look at how textiles are 
preserved and used in museums to enhance history.  
This was followed by the AGM itself; full details can 
be found in the members' section of the Guild website.  
After a delicious buffet lunch, we were entertained by 
Jean Draper 'However will you get it flat when it's 
finished?' describing her work based on her many 
visits to the USA.  The mood was upbeat and it was 

lovely to meet and chat with so many members from different parts of the country.  Together 
with Julie we also took the opportunity to explore Edinburgh Castle.  A lovely city and well 
worth visiting! 
 
The 2018 AGM will be on Saturday 14th April at Church of Christ the Cornerstone in Milton 
Keynes. 



STITCH IN THE SOUTH WEST 
Lansdown Gallery, Stroud 11th - 16th July 
 
Our regional exhibition was a huge success - many thanks to those members who were able 
to send items to exhibit, and also to those who sent cards for us to sell.  We made £71.50 
from the exhibition for the collection care appeal, to add to the donation of £100 from the 
region.  The gallery felt our footfall for the week to have been above average, too. 
 
All the comments in our visitors' book were favourable, here is a selection: 

 Just EXTRAORDINARY!  So enjoyable to look at all the different styles and 
imaginative examples of stitchery being done now. 

 The standard of work is very high -  artistically as well as stitching quality 
 Wonderful variety of work.  Loved the travelling books 
 Truly amazing and inspiring 
 Inspiring work showing a lot of talent 
 Stunning and beautiful 

 
We'd like to hold another regional exhibition in a couple of years - watch this space! 
 
REGIONAL AGM 
 
Booking is now open for the regional AGM, to be held on Saturday 20th October at Leigh 
Park Community Centre, Westbury, Wiltshire hosted by Avalon branch.  Tickets, priced £5, 
can be obtained from Sara Bowley, 12c Churchill Road, Frome BNA11 4ED.  Please make 
cheques payable to 'Embroiderers' Guild, Frome and District Branch'. 
 
If any of you would like to join the regional committee, we have vacancies!  There is a limit 
to what we can do as a small group and would welcome adding some extra hands.  We would 
very much like to do more for members and branches in the region, including run a few 
events - other regions, for instance, organise committee 'exchange' days, which allow branch 
officers to share good practice and find out what other branches do.  Given the success of our 
recent exhibition, it would be good to hold more in the future.  We would like to be able to 
host Guild stands at craft shows, giving demonstrations and recruiting new members.  We'd 
also like to investigate the possibility of holding a regional summer school, with tutored 
workshops across a residential weekend.  Lastly, but definitely not least, we'd like to be able 
to help branches by being the first point of call, offering support and advice, sharing ideas, 
and being able to step up with help when it's needed.  To do all that, we need a few more 
people - the work won't be that onerous, and the more volunteers we have, the more the work 
can be shared.  We appreciate the issues of travel distances in the region and plan to hold our 
meetings 'virtually' rather than face-to-face, maintaining contact by email or telephone.  In 
addition, you don't have to be a substantive member of the committee to give us a hand in one 
or another small projects; let us know if you have any ideas you would like us to support. 
 
OTHER NEWS 
 
The region now has a Facebook page - look for Embroiderer's Guild South West Region.  
This is currently a public page but we hope to launch a group for members at a later date. 
 



Sadly we must report the closure of Tavistock branch.  It seems increasingly difficult to find 
people prepared to work as branch committee members, illustrating I believe the need to 
recruit more stitchers to swell our numbers.  With AGMs looming, please give us plenty of 
warning if you think your branch will struggle to form a committee so that one of us can try 
to get to the meeting to try to help. 
 
If any of you are near Aylesbury over the next couple of months, do find time to stop by the 
Bucks County Museum and see the guild's exhibition there.  'The Beautiful stitch: textile 
treasures of the Embroiderers' Guild' will be on display until 28th October, and it is well 
worth a visit!  The items on show are amazing.  They include some of the finest pieces from 
the guild's stunning collection of historical and contemporary embroidery, from Chinese 
shoes to American Indian gloves, from 18th century whitework to 21st century artwork, and 
from miniature stitches to the world's longest embroidery!  Entry to the exhibition is free. 
 
(And if you'd like to take your children or grandchildren there for a day out, they also have 
the Roald Dahl Gallery, with lots of fun things for young people to see and do.) 
 
There's plenty of time to consider entering the guild's annual challenge - details on the 
website.  The title for this year is 'under foot', so there's plenty of scope! 
 
 

 

 Carol Kingham 1947 – 2017 
 

We are sad to announce the death of Carol Kingham after a long, valiant struggle with illness.  Carol 
had always sewn, making her own and children’s clothes.  Although she preferred the more traditional 
style of embroidery she was always willing to try out new ideas through workshops. 
 
She joined the Frome and District Branch of the Embroiderers’ Guild 10 years ago when she moved 
to Frome from Dibden Purlieu. For 6 of those 10 years Carol was the branch chairman, where she 
involved herself, not only in local matters, but also in Regional and National events.  She brought 
great enthusiasm to this work and was often the first to volunteer either herself or the branch in tasks 
big or small.  At committee meetings she had an uncanny knack of keeping the members focussed and 
on schedule.  She was determined to complete her term of office until last October despite her failing 
health.  Carol would give help and encouragement where ever it was needed and was a great supporter 
of the Young Embroiderers. 
 
During her time in Hampshire, Carol was a member of the West Country Embroiderers’.  Again she 
was on the committee and also a programme secretary. 
 
Carol’s other main interest, apart from her family, were her church, teaching, Guides and floral art. 
 
She will be greatly missed. 
Frome and District branch 
 

 
 


